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1. Title
The title of this bylaw is the Ashburton District Council Dog Control Bylaw 2016.

2. Purpose

The purpose of this bylaw is to:

e setstandards of control which must be observed by dog owners. It covers matters such
as dogs in public places, wandering dogs, ownership of three or more dogs and
nuisances caused by dogs;

e minimise the potential for dogs to cause harm, distress or nuisance to the community,
animals, or wildlife;

e regulate dog-related matters to enable the enforcement of the Ashburton District
Council Dog Control Policy 2026%; and

e support the intent of the Dog Control Act 1996.

3. Related documents

Animal Welfare Act 1999

Ashburton District Council Dog Control Policy 2021
Ashburton District Council Explanatory Bylaw 2016
Dog Control Act 1996

Local Government Act 2002.

1 e ehouten


http://gateway/comdem/comm/Logos/ADC%20Logo%20Long.tif

4, Contents

1. Tl ettt 1
2. PUIPOSE. ittt st s sttt st e s e csne e s 1
3. Related dOCUMENTES c.ueeeeeieiiiiiiitsteceseeece e 1
4. CONTENTS..iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee ittt sttt s e st sst ettt s st e s e e 2
5. ADPPLICAtION. et 34
6. DEfiNItiONS. ettt ettt 34
7. Controlof dogs in all public places and at all times.......cceeewiitiuneneresencriiiiccccceee, 56
8. Dogsinseason and diS€ased dOFS ....cceeeenuenuerieniireiitisiitiiesie ettt ettt 56
9. Areas where dogs are prohibited........coceeeeieieieine et 56
10. DOZS NEAr PlAYZIOUNGS ..cvieuieieieieieeiete et ett ettt sit et et et eett et e st et et e s et eneeeneens 56
11. Exceptions to prohibited dog coNtrol areas.......eeeeeenieiiieeiiiiiieiitiieiiieceieesceecene 6%
12. Events and temporary reclassifiCation. v et 6%
13. DOZ EXEICISE AMEAS ...ueieiietientiieeie ittt et ebe e et e eset e st bi e caie e esneenae 6%
14, Licence for three or more dogs kept on any given property ............ccccecececceciviicececececennee, 6%
15. DOZS ON VENICIES . .euteueeetieeee ettt ettt ettt et e s et eneens 78
16. Microchipping upon release from POUNd..ceciiineeceeeeeesiieiie e 78
17. Welfare Of dOgS i iiiiin ittt ettt ettt 89
18. Classification Of OWNErS cucciue..eeeei ittt 89
19. Neutering of dangerous and MeNacing dOgS .......ccouvieeninininiiiiiiiiiiiiieiee et 89
20. Dogs becoming a nuisance or injurious to health ..........ccoceeeeeiiiiiiiniiiiiiniiiiiiiiieeene 89
21. ConViction aNd fiNeS ..veoeeeeeeeiieeiiiseiie et 916
SCHEAUIE T ..ttt ettt e et et e e st et earen 1012
Part A - Areas where dogs are prohibited .i.....c.ccoeeeeiieeeiisiiisisiiiceeesc e, 1041
Part B — DOZ @XEICISE @I€aS ..uuuieiieteauteeteieeeeit et ee e et et eeit e et ee et esieesteste st e steeaneesneesneeae 103t
MAPS . e eeiurieiinieiinee ittt iite sttt ste sttt st s ettt e st e sttt ettt e e st e e st e st e sbtessnnessnneesannes 1112

12 &g Ashburton


http://gateway/comdem/comm/Logos/ADC%20Logo%20Long.tif

5. Application

This bylaw applies to all dog owners or those responsible for dogs in Ashburton District. This bylaw
should be read in conjunction with the Ashburton District Council Dog Control Policy 20261, the Dog
Control Act 1996, the Animal Welfare Act 1999 and the Local Government Act 2002.

Nothing in this bylaw shall prohibit any dog certified as a Disability Assist Dog while acting in that

capacity from entering any premises or area where dogs are otherwise prohibited from being under
the provisions of this bylaw.

6. Definitions

In this bylaw, unless the context otherwise requires:
Bylaw means the Ashburton District Council Dog Control Bylaw 2016.
Council means Ashburton District Council.

Dangerous dog means a dog classified as dangerous pursuant to section 31 of the Dog Control Act
1996.

Disability assist dog has the same meaning as section 2 of the Dog Control Act 1996 and generally
means any dog certified to assist a person with a visual, hearing, mobility or other disability.

Dog includes any dog male or female whether or not spayed or neutered and of any age.

Dog Control Officer means a Dog Control Officer appointed under section 11 of the Dog Control Act
1996.

Dog Exercise Area means a designated area where owners can exercise their dogs off-leash,
provided they remain under effective control and comply with the requirements of this bylaw and
the Dog Control Act 1996.

Dog Park usually means a dog exercise area that is fenced-fully fenced and gated, and may have
agility equipment and a water source.

Effective control means the owner or person in charge of the dog is:

e actively paying attention to the dog and what it is doing;

e close enough to quickly respond to any issues;

e ensuring the dog remains responsive to commands, with prompt recall; and

e ensuring the dog does not create a nuisance to any other person, or to any stock,
poultry, domestic animal or protected wildlife.

Leash means an adequate restraint, and may include a lead attached to a collar or a harness, that
allows for the control of a dog when in a public place.

Menacing dog means a dog classified as menacing pursuant to section 33A of the Dog Control Act
1996.
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Nuisance means things such as barking, rushing, attacking or otherwise causing injury, damage-of
harmdamage, harm, or distress; or obstructing the lawful passage of a person in a public place.:

Owner has the same meaning as section 2 of the Dog Control Act 1996, and generally means the
person who owns a dog, the parent or guardian of someone who is under the age of 16 who owns a
dog, or a person who is looking after a dog and is responsible for it.

Playground means an outdoor area or area with playground equipment, provided or maintained
by the Council for public use (in particular, used by children). Fhis-definitien-ineludesskate parks
and-paddingpeels:

Private way has the same meaning as section 315(1) of the Local Government Act 1974.

Public place has the same meaning as section 2 of the Dog Control Act 1996, and generally means
a place that is open to the public whether or not it is private property.

Registration tag means an official dog registration tag, issued by a territorial authority in New
Zealand.

Rural area means properties within rural A, B and C zones of the Ashburton District Plan.

Urban area means any area not within rural A, B and C zones of the Ashburton District Plan.

Working dog has the same meaning as section 2 of the Dog Control Act 1996 and generally means
a disability assist dog or any dog carrying out functions and duties:

e relating to farming, such as the herding of stock,

e under the direction of a government department or state employee undertaking
responsibilities such as those relating to policing, defence, corrections, customs,
security, biosecurity, pest management or conservation, and

e under the direction of a private security guard in execution of their duties.
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7. Control of dogs in all public places and at all times

7.1. Dogs must be kept on a leash in all public places and at all times (except areas specified as
Dog Exercise Areas in Part B, Schedule 1).

7.2. _Every owner or person in charge of a dog must exercise effective control over it and must
prevent it from wandering or remaining at large or free in any public place or private way.
Advisory note
If your dog is unable to consistently respond to commands, it must be leashed (even in an off-leash
CII’GG).

Having your dog under effective control is as much about the safety of your dog as it is about the safety
of others.

7.3. A dog may be considered as under effective control if it is kept securely tethered or
otherwise effectively confined so as to prevent nuisance or annoyance.

22—

7-3-7.4. Every owner or person in charge of a dog ©w#ersmust ensure that dogs are wearing current

registration tags while on any land that is not their own.

#4-1.5. Every dog owner or person in charge of a dog must carry plastic bags or other effective

1.6.

8.

means to remove and dispose of any feuling{dog faeces} produced by their dog when in a
public place, or land that is not the dog owner’s land.

Every dog owner or person in charge of a dog must remove and appropriately dispose of any
fouling-{dog faeces} produced by their dogin public places or on land that is not their own
land.

Dogs in season and diseased dogs

7-5:8.1. Dogs in season and/or dogs with contagious diseases must not be taken into a public place

while in that condition, unless for the purposes of visiting a veterinarian or for breeding.

8:9. Areas where dogs are prohibited

8-1:9.1. Dogs are prohibited from the areas specified in Part A, Schedule 1.

on any part of a public place which is within 1 metre off any playground or playground

equipment. This includes permanent and temporary equipment.
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10:11. Exceptions to prohibited dog control areas

16-1:11.1. Nothing in this bylaw restricting access to any public place applies to Disability
Assist Dogs.
16:2:11.2. Nothingin this bylaw restricting access to any public place applies to a working dog

that is under the effective control of its owner or person in charge -handterwhile that dog is
being worked or while it is being taken to and from its work.

11.3.  Nothingin this bylaw restricting access to any public place applies to any dog that is being
worked as a hunting dog by a person undertaking legal hunting activities.

12. Events and temporary reclassification

16-3——Council may temporarily change the classification of an area by resolution, for example, to
prohibit dogs for the duration of an event.

Advisory note

Dogs may or may not be welcome, or may need to be on a leash at Council events, at the discretion of
the organisers, end-promoters and/or Council. This may be a condition of entry to an event.

Events may be held in places where dogs are prohibited or where dogs must be on a leash. Check the
requirements before leaving home.

12.1.

11.13. Dog Exercise Areas

13+3:13.1. Dogs may be exercised free of physical restraint in those locations specified in Part
B, Schedule 1 as being designated dog exercise areas.

13.2. Theowneror personincharge of adog must have the dog under effective control at all times
and remain within the dog exercise area while the dog is off lead. Dogs must not be left
unattended.

12:14. Licence for three or more dogs kept on any given
property

12.1.14.1. Any dog owner that wishes to register any dog at a property smaller than one
hectare (<10,000m?) where there will, as a result, be three or more dogs registered, must:

12.1.1 apply to Council for the relevant licence on the appropriate form;

12.1.2 pay the relevant licence inspection or re-inspection fee; and

12.1.3 allow an inspection or re-inspection of their property as to the suitability of the
number and type of dogs applied for that are kept there.

122142, A licence relates firstly to the specified property where the dog will be kept on an
ongoing basis, to the owner of that dog and the dog registered. A licence is not transferrable
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to another property, to a new owner at the same property or to different dogs at the same

property.

12.3:14.3. A licence will not expire, but will need to be reapplied for if the dogs registered at
that property change.

12:4:14.4. A licence may be granted, have conditions imposed, or be refused, at the discretion

of the attending Dog Control Officer. In considering whether consent should be granted, the
attending Dog Control Officer shall have regard to:

12.1.4 whether the property size is suitable for the breed and number of dogs;

12.1.5 whether there is adequate fencing;

12.1.6 whether there is dog-free access to the property;

12.1.7 whetherthelocation of kennels is appropriate, and that the kennels are suitable and
provide adequate shelter for the breed and number of dogs;

12.1.8 the previous history of the dog owner in relation to complaints or nuisance; and

12.1.9 whether the owner is complying with and familiar with their obligations under the
Dog Control Act 1996 and the Ashburton District Council Dog Control Bylaw 2016
and Dog Control Policy 2026+.

12.5:14.5. The licence fee and re-inspection fee will be set annually through the Annual Plan
or Long-Term Plan process.

12.6:14.6. Any licence issued under a previous Ashburton District Council Dog Control Bylaw is
deemed to be a licence issued under this bylaw.

14.7.  Any breach of a licence or of any conditions imposed on a licence is considered a breach of
this bylaw. The Council may revoke the licence as a result of a breach, whether or not it
prosecutes the breach.

13:15. Dogs on vehicles

15.1. _Every dogowner or person in charge of a dog that is on the open tray of a vehicle (such as a
ute or truck) in a public place must ensure the dog is secured by a leash that is sufficiently
shortin length to prevent the dog from reaching beyond the tray.

14:16. _ Microchipping upon release from pound

14-1.16.1. No dog shall be released from any pound either operated by the Council or on behalf
of the Council unless:

14.1.1 it has a microchip implanted in that dog and the details of that dog and its
ownership have been recorded by the Council
14.1.2 proof of ownership and identity of the dog is established; and
1431214.1.3 payment made of:
e apoundage fee as set by Ashburton District Council;
e anyboarding and sustenance fee;
e in the case of any unregistered dog of registerable age, the current annual fee
payable under this bylaw; and
e any charge in connection with advertising of such dog.
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15:17. Welfare of dogs

15:3:17.1. Every owner of a dog is required to comply with the obligations as set out in section
54 of the Dog Control Act 1996 and sections 9, 10 and 11 of the Animal Welfare Act 1999.

15:2:17.2. Every owner of a dog shall ensure their dog is:

e isadequately housed;
e receives proper and sufficient food and water; and
e regularly and adequately exercised.

17.3. €eunei’'sDog Control Officers may work with New Zealand Police to release a dog thatis in
distress sufferine-in a hot vehiclethatiselearly-in-distress.

16-18. Classification of owners

16-1+18.1. For the purposes of this bylaw and for the registration of dogs in terms of fees set by
Ashburton District Council, the following classifications of owners apply throughout the
Ashburton District (the definition of urban and rural as stated in this bylaw apply):

18.1.1 Urban owners - means owners of dogs resident within an urban area of the district.

18.1.2 Rural owners - means owners of dogs resident within the rRrural area of the
district ABrardcfonesaiithe s b aren-Districlan
18.1.3 Responsible dog owners - means owners of dogs resident within an #Urban aArea {as
defined-by-this-bylaw} who have demonstrated they have met the terms and conditions
of the ‘Responsible Dog Owner’ category defined in the Ashburton District Council Dog
Control Policy 2026%.

17:19. Neutering of dangerous and menacing dogs

19.1. In accordance with the sections 32(1)(c) and 33E(1)(b) of the Dog Control Act 1996 all dogs
classified as dangerous or menacing must be neutered.

18:20. Dogs becoming a nuisance or injurious to health

18:1:20.1. The owner of any dog (or the owner or the occupier of any premises whereon any
dog or dogs are customarily kept) shall take adequate precautions to prevent the dog(s), or
the keeping thereof, from becoming a nuisance or injurious to the health of the public.

18:2:20.2. If, in the opinion of Council, the dog(s) or the keeping thereof on such premises has
become or is likely to become a nuisance or injurious to health, Council or any person ey
authorised inthatbehali-by Council may, by notice in writing, require the owner or occupier
of the premises within a time specified in such notice to do all or any of the following:

° reduce the number of dogs kept on the premises;
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° construct, alter, reconstruct or otherwise improve the kennels or other buildings used
to house or contain such dog(s);

. require such dog(s) to be tied up or otherwise confined during specified periods;

e  take such other action as the Council deems necessary to minimise or remove the
likelihood of nuisance or injury to health; and

. clean and keep clean the dog kennel and associated area.

18:3:20.3. Any person to whom notice is given under the preceding provisions of this clause
who fails to comply with such notice within the time therein specified shall be guilty of an
offence against this part of this bylaw and may also be guilty of an offence under the Dog
Control Act 1996.

18:4:20.4. Where a dog owner refuses or fails to work with Council to manage the behaviour of
a dog that is causing a nuisance or is potentially injurious to health, the Council can classify
a dog as a menacing dog under section 33A of the Dog Control Act 1996.

18.5:20.5. Similarly there are certain circumstances where Council has no option but to
classify a dog as a dangerous dog in accordance with section 31 of the Dog Control Act 1996.

18:6:20.6. Dogs that have been classified as a dangerous dog or a menacing dog attract
additional restrictions or obligations not ordinarily required of a dog owner. Those
requirements and/or restrictions are set out in the Dog Control Act 1996 or as otherwise
explained in the decision/notice informing the owner of the dog’s new classification.

19.21. Conviction and fines

19:1.21.1. Every person who fails to comply with this bylaw commits an infringement offence
under Schedule 1 of the Dog Control Act 1996 and may be served with aninfringement notice
and be liable to pay an infringement fee. Fhese-offencesaretisted-in-schedule 2-ef-this

bytavw

19:2.21.2. Dependent upon the nature of the failure, any breach of this bylaw could also result
in charges being laid under the Animal Welfare Act 1999 and the resulting penalties will

apply.
19:3:21.3. Every person who fails to comply with this bylaw commits an offence under section

20(5) of the Dog Control Act 1996 and is liable on conviction to the penalty prescribed by
section 242(4) of the Local Government Act 2002.
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Schedule 1

Part A - Areas where dogs are prohibited

1. All boat ramps and slipways
2—Aleemeteries

3:2.  All playing surfaces of public sports grounds

4:3. __ Within one metre of any playground or playground

equipment
54, In any public Council owned building

6:5.  Ashton Beach and Hakatere River Mouth (see map 6)

6. Lake Camp reserve area (see map 7)
8:7. Lake Clearwater hut area (see map 7)

9.8. Lake Clearwater shores

10:9. Lake Heron shores

11.10. Maaori Lakes shores

Part B - Dog exercise areas

AdvisoryExplanatery- note

Department of Conservation owns
and has control over the shores of
Lake Clearwater, Lake Heron and
the Maori Lakes. For further
information about dog access on
public conservation land managed
by the Department of
Conservation, please contact the
Department of Conservation
directly.

Please refer to the following maps for details of dog exercise areas:

Map 1 - Ashburton Dog Exercise Areas
e Ashburton Dog Park
o—Braebrook

o  PioneerPark

e Devon Park:

o Digby Park

e Patching Street Reserve

° Range Street
e  Small Bone Drive Reserve.

+—DevenParlc

Map 2 - Argyle Park Dog Exercise Areas

Map 3 - CoempanyReadAshburton Business

Estate Dog Exercise Area

Map 4 - Tinwald Dog Exercise Areas
e TheGreen
e George Glassey Park.

Map 5 - Lake Hood Exercise Area

Map 65 - Methven begParkDog Exercise Areas
e Methven Dog Park
e Methven Walkway

Map 7 - Rakaia Dog Park
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Advisory notes

Range Street Dog Exercise area

Please note that this area is an old landfill site, is not
a dedicated dog area, and is only open when the
conditions are suitable. Check Council’s website for
the current status before visiting - here.

If you are visiting, please take particular care due to
the trip hazards commonly found on old landfill
sites.

Rakaia Dog Park

The Rakaia Dog Park is not a Council facility. It is a
community asset that is currently available for the
public to use to exercise their dogs off-leash.
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Maps

Dog Park and Exercise Area maps to be inserted here

Prohibited Dog Area maps to be inserted here
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